
Recently Idevoted acol
umn to an unfortunate
Forbes magazine article
about Kentuclty. In the

spaceabove today, we are publishinga
responsefrom Camille Warner, ofPar*
ents and Professionals mvolved in
Education, who says I didn't seriously
consider the main thrust of that Forbes
piece.

> •. . Odd. I thought
that's _exactly

; journalism since
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-when I became
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HAWE Although I
r .. have ^ clearer
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real power is exercised covertly, by
foundations that give money to the
state for public programs.

And Ms. Wa^er argues that "no
one is naive enough to think that

procedures."
The form for the physicals that

kids take "has been in effect for
.many years."

, No foundation with suspect values
there are no strings attached", to the .. dreamed up this form, or imposed it ,
private foundation grants that the on Kentucky kids. „-
state has pursued and accepted, "in- . After I sent it to him, Jim Parks
eluding the ""Carnegie Foundation . showed the form to several top policy
which Drought us I^RA."?: •' in the department; all of whom.

That's just a'monumental inisreaH- !^>have long ejqjerience inschool adminis-
ing of history. Orworse. : -. tration, some of whom are parents of .

Foundation grarit^ are minuscule, children who have had one of the rft- ••
contrasted against state outlays. quired exams m recent years. Jim re
sides, the Carnegie Foundation did not ported that, wiule the bpnon ofa visual
"bring us KERA." Rather; KERA grew "genital exam apparentfy has been in-"':-
out ofa long, arduous grassroots effort . eluded for many years, probably dec-
to improve elementary and secondary ad^, "no one is aw.^ of any com-
education. in Kentuc%, nurtui^ by .' •plaints orcontroversies about this being
Gov. Martha Layne Collins, endorsed by mcluded as part of the exammation or
Gov. Wallace Wilkinson, and protected any questions being raised about the
by Govs. Brereton Jones and Paul Pat-, way medical professionals conduct the
:on. The General Asembiy created and ,exam.
iinded theprogram, inan open andin- The department, showing more
:lusive process. The debate overini^le- .-equanimity than I would have, is re-.
nenting and improving itcontihues, iha ^̂ amining the issue'in the backw^h
Dore or less responsible way. of the inflammatory Forbes piece, but
-- Occasionally something like the as Mr. Parks said, "Apparently this is
Forbes article crops up, but not often, ^anothercase of a long-standing prac-

tion rgot bkck then, I do remember be- in her letter today, Camille Wag- tice that has been performed respori-
' ingtold that theheadline describes the", ner describes Kentucky as "a kept -sibly by school and medical profes- ;;.
' ^tory. • , VC .. - . ." ' • state." She argues, "We are so tied sionals —. and iiiiderstood and ac-,
« iln Forbes the overline said," VBig up inthese strings thatwehave siire- cepted by parthts—being called into.,
foundations ^e^iinposing their pri- jy lost much of pur autonomy." . question by "ideologues ^suffermg
vate agendas on state governments." '""Whatstrings?. Big Brother paranoia."-ir

-how? By thinly "disguised . Teny Vance, the depart-
bribery." Below that the ^ • menfs school health-con-'
headline read; •"Trojan > Foundation grants are rmimSCUie,;^ , sultant, explained in a
horse money." .': . • xontiasted against:;^ate;OUtlay^IfI'igf• post-Forbes memo"that the .
; here's what I said:. CMiegie.-i^undafi®^ ^
' "The articles thesis is - . -.i ci-" • a j a •KentucKy supports tms
ihat' private foundations r OOt .bring US KERA. Rather. KERA ;: school physical exam form,
^e taking over — that grew out of a iong, arduous gr^SIOOtS; ,which is "consisterit wth
they're overrun by social ; effort to improve elemental^ ' 'every physic^ exarnination
engineers who want to buy :cprnnHaW pHnratinn in - ^ of where
tontrol of pubUc policy." ;. eaucation-.m. KCnraCK^.^ ongmates." ,
• You decide whether I ' Ms. Wagner says she
Iwas fair. " - ^ hopes "many .school dis-
' Meanwhile, since Ms. Wagner She offers a copy of the medical tricts have the sensitivity to omit

• 'didn't think I was clear enough the "examination form that. was men-' '.genital exams." She believes thatdo-
fiist time, let me add this:, , tioned at the.begirming of the infa- .. mg "mass genital exarns" amounts to
i That Forbes -article's thesis is mous Forbes piece. She repeats the , "truly abusing" all children, in order
J3unk. • • . V • - Story of a. state-required student to find out whether "anyone else is

. ' The writer, I believe, is reflecting ' medical exam thatallegedly was mis- abusing any of them."
ithe concerns of a small minority of • handled three years ago in Owens- Well ofcourse there are no ' rnass
•conservative, parents who fear that boro. The child's mother (unnarned) '.genital' exams. Ken^c^ school
sodety is imposing repugnant values . issaid to have been shocksbecause .' physic^s are done mdividually, ^d
fen innocent children -r,.and that thedoctor intended to include a geni- ; are subject to parental control, ^y

^ lilRA is one example.' . '• : t^ examination that is "required by,not done piat way would fall outside
Sure, public education does in- the Department ofEducation as part -the rules. _

volve a transfer ofvalues. But the. iro- of an "intrusive program" that was .. And will some conservative Ctms-
ny is that KERA empowers parents to " "bankrolled by a private foundation." • tian pediatrician please call Ms. Wag-
participate fully in that exchange, in ' ' I asked Jim Parks at the Depart- - lier to explam that there are sound

' a more meninffful wav than ever be- nient of Education about the medical reasons for medi(^ professionals to

DAVID bchooL ton. The General Asembly created and
HAWPE .Although I fonded the program, in an open and in-..have '.'.clearer , elusive process. The debate over ini^le-

• ' memories of &e •"renting and improving itcontihues,ih a
• schoolyard soft- more orless re^nsiWeway.

- . -ball field than I - Occasionally something like the
po.of the precise journalism instnic- _ Forbes article cropsup, but not often.

"Foundation grants
contrasted againstj^ate^o^tia^gg
Besides, the Carnegie Foundafiotf'Hid;
cot 'bring us KERA.' Rather. KERA
grew out of a long, arduous grassroots
effort to improve elementary and;
secondary educatkm in Kentucky^t-i:"^

Sure, public education does in- the Department of Education as part -tne ruiei
volve a transfer ofvalues. Butthe. iro- of an "intrusive program" that was . And v
ny is that KERA empowers parents to " -"bankrolled by a'private foundation." • tianpedi
participate ftilly in that exchange, in ' ' I asked Jim Parks at the Depart- - ner to e
a more meningful way than ever be- ment of Education about the medical reasons
fore. Each individual school is made "exams that are required for children at j
accountable. Each is operated by a r'̂ in Kentucky's public schools. .--'Physw^
council with elected parent members. -• ' He points out thatthe document in tne st^(council with elected parent members.
And social' services are delivered
through a family resource center, lo
cated right there in each school. .

The whole point is to promote as
much parent .awareness and parent
participation as possible, and to ar
range for parents to do more than bake
coowes and chaperone field trips.

The Forbes piece suggested that

the rules.'
And will some conservative Chris

tian pediatrician'please call Ms.Wag-
tier to explain that there are sound
reasons for medical professionals to
look at all parts of the body during a
physical exam? And that ^e line on
the state form doesn't mean" nurses

question "is the form distributed by
; the department to schools and the .
, medicaJ community "as a guide to the.
.-exams." Notice the word guide. '• ...•
•[ .;Ani "The Kentucky Administra-'

five Regulation which sets forth pro
cedures for the required physicals
references the form by name, but .
does not require any sp..'cific medical

or doctors are going to give sixth
grade girls a pelvic"exam? ..
.. Meanwhile, I suggest the, state'ap
ply for a foundation grant to study
the impact of rumor and innuendo, on
public policy.

Mr. Hawpe's column appears Sun
days andWednesdc '̂s in the Forum.


